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What is claimed is; 

1. A method for use in establishing a group call, comprising: 

retrieving information from a list of members of a group call group; and 

based on the retrieved information, establishing a group call betv^een first and second 
5 mobile stations (MS), wherein the first MS is served by a first base station controller (BSC) and 
the second MS is served by a second BSC. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the first MS is served by a first mobile switching 
center (MSC) and the second MS is served by a second MSC. 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein both the first MS and the second MS are served by a 
10 first mobile switching center (MSC). 

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

causing voice data for the group call to be transmitted in a multicast session. 

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

directing voice data for the group call between first and second proxy switches, wherein 
15 the first MS is served by the first proxy switch, 

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the first proxy switch receives data directly from the 
first BSC 

7. The method of claim 5, wherein the first proxy switch receives data from the first BSC 
via a first mobile switching center (MSC). 

20 8. The method of claim 1, wherein at least a portion of the group call is half duplex. 

9. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

causing speaking control to be transferred between members in the group call. 
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10. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
transmitting textual data to at least one of the MSs. 

11. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

determining which members in the list are not participating in the group call 

5 12. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

sending an indication that a member that lacks speaking control in the group call has 
requested speaking control in the group call 

13. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

prior to establishment of the group call, establishing a multicast session based on a 
10 prediction concerning the establishment of the group call. 

14. A method for use in establishing a group call, comprising: 

retrieving information from a list of members of a group call group; and 

based on the retrieved information, establishing a group call between first and second 
mobile stations (MS), wherein the first MS is served by a first radio signaling standard and the 
15 second MS is served by a second radio signaling standard, 

15. The method of claim 14, wherein the first radio signaling standard includes a time- 
division multiple access technology, and the second radio signaling standard includes a code- 
division multiple access technology, 

16. A method for use in establishing a group call, comprising: 

20 based on a history of group calls between two points in a mobile communications 

network, determining whether to establish a multicast session between the two points. 

17. The method of claim 16, further comprising: 
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based on a history of group calls between two points in a mobile conununications 
network, predicting a future demand for group calls between the two points. 

18. The method of claim 16, further comprising: 

based on a history of group calls between two points in a mobile communications 
network, determining a topology of multicast sessions to use in a future group call in the mobile 
communications network. 

19. A method for use in group calling, comprising: 

receiving, via a first base station controller (BSC), an indication that a first mobile station 
(MS) has produced a calling signal that corresponds to a group call; 

determining that a second MS belongs to the same group call group as the first MS; 

contacting the second MS; and 

establishing a multicast session carrying voice data between the first MS and the second 

MS. 

20. A system for use in group calling, comprising: 

first group calling logic receiving, via a first base station controller (BSC), an indication 
that a first mobile station (MS) has produced a calling signal that corresponds to a group call; 

second group calling logic determining that a second MS belongs to the same group call 
group as the first MS; 

third group calling logic contacting the second MS; and 

fourth group calling logic establishing a multicast session carrying voice data between the 
first MS and the second MS. 



